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“Rash captures the gritty realities of modern Appalachia with mournful precision...the novel
contemplates timeless questions about human frailty, the divinity of nature and the legacies of
our native landscapes.” -Atlanta Journal-ConstitutionA poetic and haunting tale set in
contemporary Appalachia, New York Times bestselling author Ron Rash illuminates lives
shaped by violence and a powerful connection to the land.Les, a long-time sheriff just three-
weeks from retirement, contends with the ravages of crystal meth and his own duplicity in his
small Appalachian town.Becky, a park ranger with a harrowing past, finds solace amid the lyrical
beauty of this patch of North Carolina.Enduring the mistakes and tragedies that have indelibly
marked them, they are drawn together by a reverence for the natural world. When an irascible
elderly local is accused of poisoning a trout stream, Les and Becky are plunged into deep and
dangerous waters, forced to navigate currents of disillusionment and betrayal that will force them
to question themselves and test their tentative bond—and threaten to carry them over the
edge.Echoing the heartbreaking beauty of William Faulkner and the spiritual isolation of Carson
McCullers, Above the Waterfall demonstrates once again the prodigious talent of “a gorgeous,
brutal writer” (Richard Price) hailed as “one of the great American authors at work today” (Janet
Maslin, New York Times).

“[T]here’s no denying Rash’s grasp of the North Carolina landscape and its reflection in the oft-
tortured souls of its denizens, making this novel one of his most successful ventures into poetic
humanism.” — Publishers Weekly“Combining suspense with acute observations and flashing
insights, Rash tells a seductive and disquieting tale about our intrinsic attachment to and
disastrous abuse of the land and our betrayal of our best selves.” — Booklist (starred
review)“Rash, a 2009 PEN/Faulkner Award finalist, is one of our undisputed Appalachian
laureates, in company with Robert Morgan, Lee Smith, Fred Chappell, and Mark Powell.” — The
Millions“Rash is an enormously gifted storyteller... one of the few writers at work today with the
insight, the talent and the vision to show us how sometimes, for all our sorry shortcomings, we’re
able to achieve a certain redemption through our capacity for kindness and decency.” —
Washington Post“Rash captures the gritty realities of modern Appalachia with mournful
precision...the novel contemplates timeless questions about human frailty, the divinity of nature
and the legacies of our native landscapes.” — Atlanta Journal-Constitution“[T]hick with
atmosphere, lyrical prose, and a visceral sense of place… Rash has crafted the finest prose of
his career… another quiet, haunting ode to the natural beauty of the mountains.” —
BookPage“Ron Rash is one author who gets a lot of recognition regionally but I firmly believe
should be regarded as a national treasure.” — Literary Hub“Reading Above the Waterfall is like
walking a railroad track - the scenery along the way is great, and I’m enjoying the novel’s



journey.” — Charlotte Observer“Above the Waterfall, with its quiet intensity and natural beauty
juxtaposed against human ugliness, is the work of a writer who’s found his way with words.” —
Mountain Xpress“There’s a harsh reality to Ron Rash’s novels set in the mountains and foothills
of the Carolinas. But he writes with a sparseness and grace that belies his beginnings as a poet.”
— Clemson World Magazine“[S]o well-crafted that it reads like poetry… [Above the] Waterfall
will leave the reader pondering the imponderables of life - and grateful, as Rash portrays, in
being witness to life’s beauties, even while surrounded by hardship.” — Jackson Clarion-
Ledger“[Above the Waterfall is] as rich and moving as his best. If you like detective novels, the
plot twists are dizzying enough to keep you guessing. Fan or not, you’re going to find this one
hard to put down.” — Charleston Post & Courier“[A]s beautiful as it is disturbing… In past works,
Ron Rash has tried to conjure places for respite, for light, but even his authentic, affecting
language hadn’t yet been enough to uncover a permanent crack in the hard rock of his world.
Now, maybe, just maybe, he has.” — Anniston Star“[A] breathtaking novel weaving violent pasts
and uncertain futures.” — Paste.com“It was love at first page of Above the Waterfall, the new
novel by this lyrical and evocative writer acclaimed for his novels, short stories, and poetry... You
might call Rash our Appalachian Shakespeare.” — Philadelphia Inquirer“A quick-paced, slender
novel that captures the imperfections of how we all are, our weaknesses, our biases, our
prejudices, and then, in times of stress and anxiety, if and how we emerge from those troubles
with our morals intact.” — Minneapolis Star Tribune“ABOVE THE WATERFALL may be [Ron
Rash’s] most powerful.” — Winston-Salem Journal“[Rash is] a writer who has demonstrated
mastery of poetry, short stories, and novels, and one who has brought to the Appalachian region
of the Carolinas a defining depth of place and character that has been repeatedly and accurately
described as Faulknerian. He’s a writer worth discovering and savoring.” — PopMatters“Many
have labeled [Rash] a Southern writer or an Appalachian writer, but those terms are deceptive.
Rash’s characters are certainly connected to their landscape, but, as with any work that
transcends, Rash brings the reader to the universal human concerns inside the particular
details.” — Electric Literature“Enhanced by Rash’s lyrical prose, this fascination with the land
occasionally forces readers to pause and appreciate the beauty of Rash’s language like they
would a flower or a sunset.” — Kansas City StarFrom the Back CoverFrom New York Times
bestselling author Ron Rash, a poetic and haunting tale set in contemporary Appalachia that
illuminates lives shaped by violence and a powerful connection to the landLes, a longtime
sheriff, is just weeks from retirement when he is forced to contend with the ravages of crystal
meth—and his own corruption—in his small Appalachian town. Meanwhile, Becky, a park ranger
with a harrowing past, finds solace amid the lyrical beauty of the North Carolina
mountains.Enduring the mistakes and tragedies that have indelibly marked them, they are drawn
together by a reverence for the natural world. When an embittered elderly local is accused of
poisoning a trout stream on the property of a nearby resort, Les and Becky are plunged into
deep and dangerous waters, forced to navigate currents of disillusionment and betrayal that will
force them to question themselves and test their tentative bond—and threaten to carry them



over the edge.Echoing the lapsarian beauty of William Faulkner and the spiritual isolation of
Carson McCullers, Above the Waterfall demonstrates the prodigious talent of an author hailed
as a “gorgeous, brutal writer” (Richard Price) and “one of the best American novelists of his
day” (Janet Maslin, New York Times). Tragic, evocative, and unforgettable, Above the Waterfall is
a breathtaking achievement from a literary virtuoso.About the AuthorRon Rash is the author of
the 2009 PEN/Faulkner finalist and New York Times bestseller Serena and Above the Waterfall,
in addition to four prizewinning novels, including The Cove, One Foot in Eden, Saints at the
River, and The World Made Straight; four collections of poems; and six collections of stories,
among them Burning Bright, which won the 2010 Frank O’Connor International Short Story
Award, and Chemistry and Other Stories, which was a finalist for the 2007 PEN/Faulkner Award.
Twice the recipient of the O. Henry Prize, he teaches at Western Carolina University.Read more
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Len Joy, “Long held secrets and figuring out what to do with the rest of your life. This is the first
Ron Rash novel I’ve read. Les, the local sheriff is three weeks from taking early retirement (at
51). He has a complicated relationship with a woman park ranger, Becky, who was, as a child
abducted during an attack at her school.Les and Becky are the first person narrators of the story
– they mostly alternate chapters and her point of view is told in present tense.It’s a novel of long
held secrets and figuring out what to do with the rest of your life. I thought the story was a little
too neatly packaged and I wasn’t in love with the rotating first person viewpoints. It’s a little more
work to remember whose talking (they clearly have different voices, but I am a lazy reader at
night) and I don’t see the benefit of that narrative strategy.I found myself really interested in Les’s
chapters and less so in Becky’s. Probably because there is a lot more going on with his
activities.”

Iarlondwen, “An engaging read. Ron Rash's prose are delicious. He has the great ability to take a
thought hung heavey in the mind of his characters and put it into a sentence so rich and full of
meaning that your own heart swells and you can taste the emotions in his words. The Cove is by
far my favourite of his novels, but Above the Waterfall comes as close second. There are two
points of view in the novel and at first you are not sure if you are reading from the same persons
perspective as the chapter before. The shift is subtle enough that you don't notice at first but
soon you are able to pick up on their distinct style and rhythm. Overlaping symbolism and the
connection it brings between two distinct characters with different problems is the staple of this
novel. Selfishness and unconditional giving. Poetry and prose.  I definitely recommend this book!”

Dennis, “Long-Standing Rivalries Erupt in the Mountains. This was typical Rash writing, very
engaging and full of characters who interest and intrigue the reader, along with alternating focus
points on different locations and story lines. It did not interest me as much as his more historical
works, perhaps because in today's world the mountains are becoming more like rest of the U.S.
But he sets up a convincing divide between the developers and those who love the area and
have to confront the despair which meth has brought to so many rural areas. Although I found
the initial Gerard Hopkins reveries of Becky lyrical and appropriate, pretty soon they because
sections which did not add to the developing story line. Much more elucidating were Sheriff
Les's flashbacks on his own person dramas over the years. Not the best Rash novel, but
definitely worth reading and thinking about.”

cbell, “Backwoods Poetry. I wouldn't say this is my favorite work by Ron Rash, but anything
written by him is something worth loving. When I saw it offered on Amazon, I bought it without
even reading the description. I, personally, have spent a large portion of my life in Appalachia,
but I never enjoy it more than when I see it from Rash's perspective.The prose in this novel is
beautiful. At times, certain lines or paragraphs seem jarring, but when read a second time, they



flow poetically. The descriptions are absolutely breathtaking. I used the highlighter option on my
Kindle quite often while reading for that very reason.The characters are as poetically rendered
as the landscape in which they live. As in real life, there are few true villains in this story.
Everyone has understandable motives for the way in which they conduct business, and the
reader isn't expected to blindly side with the narrators, who have their own fallibilities.The plot
isn't exactly filled with nail-biting suspense, instead it plays out in real-time. But, in a book like
this, plot isn't the end-all. When reading Rash, one shouldn't expect explosions or face-melting
romance. One should expect something much, much more: rurality, reality, humanity.”

LLDurkin, “like two novels in one. Why not 5 stars...after all Ron Rash is genius, this book is
often times pure poetry, the prose at times is gorgeous. I listened to this rather than physically
read and there lies the problem. I adored the narrators and how they switched back and forth,
like two novels in one. But this is a book to be savored, flipping back and forth, pausing to look
up art references made in order to obtain a visual, and listening while driving does not allow that.
In time, I will purchase the book and re-experience as I believe every word that Mr Rash has
written is deliberate and deserves ones full attention.”

mountain girl, “Short Story vs. Novel?. I am a die-hard Ron Rash fan! This book, however, was
more like a long short story than it was a novel. It took me a while to figure out who was telling
the story, too. Once I caught on to the fact that there were two and only two sharing the narration,
things moved along more nicely.His theme was the usual dark-ish mountain situation of drugs,
now meth, lack of education, family loyalty, love, and downright beauty of the surroundings. I
can't say this is his best book, but that doesn't say much, because all his stories are good and so
beautifully written!”

Kurt Brian Isaksen, “A good read!. Revives the Old West - still a bit too much forced dropping of
names from the well known history.”

Robert P. Brown, “A Simple Story Well Told. I almost didn`t buy this book because of the
somewhat negative reviews, but it was recommended by Esquire so I went ahead and I`m glad I
read it.It`s a simple story told in a lyrical fashion. Set in rural North Carolina it concerns a soon to
be retired sheriff and his girl friend, a park ranger. Their narrative is told in alternating chapters.
Both are haunted by troubling events in their past, they are now faced with a crime involving the
deliberate poisoning of a local resort`s trout stream.This is not a pleasant area. There are meth
labs and users, pot growers and a cantankerous old man who once burned down the house he
built for his son when he failed to return from the Gulf War.The crime is eventually solved with a
surprising outcome, but not before the reader is exposed to the harsh realities of a troubled
landscape.”

Annabelle, “Un bon thriller. Un bon thriller mené tambour battant par un couple pervers dans une



scierie perdue dans les montagnes. Pour ceux qui aiment les écrivains de la nature américains,
on trouve plaisir à lire ce livre, plus décapant et palpitant cependant que les longues parties de
pêche à la truite ou les états d'âme des Blancs repentis amoureux des légendes indiennes.”

Gail, “I love Ron Rash's work. I love Ron Rash's work, most especially his short stories, and I
think this novel is the closest he has come to matching the standard of his stories and poems in
a novel. I read it quite quickly and am looking forward to reading it again, to savour the poetry in
his writing - I think he really is worth reading and is one of the few writers whose work I always
buy as soon as it comes out.”

The book by Lindsay Jayne Ashford has a rating of 5 out of 4.1. 475 people have provided
feedback.
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